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Analysis of the electoral campaign 5 weeks before the elections:
Authors : Vivian Boer (EF Ecole de francais, Paris) and Maartje ten Brummelaar, Utrecht University

Election Date: 4th June
Number of MEPs to be elected: 25

The Labour Party (PVdA) is being led by Thijs Berman. This party has focused its campaign on four main themes: international policy
and Human Rights; energy, global warming and food security; social policy, good governance and justice.

The Christian Democratic Appeal (CDA) is being led by Wim Van de Camp. The party is fighting for a strong Netherlands in a stable
European Union. It says it is in favour of greater integration and is campaigning on subjects such as immigration, security, the fight
against terrorism, and also agricultural policy, energy and global warming. Hans van Baalen will be the lead candidate for the People's
Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD). The party is reticent about any further enlargement, is against a federal Europe, hopes for a
reform of the CAP and communautarisation of the immigration and asylum policy. Democrats 66 (D66) will be led by MEP Sophie in't
Veld. The party hopes to highlight the three following themes: energy, security and education.

Five other "small" parties are also running: the Socialist Party (SP), the Green Left (GL), the Christian Union (CU), The Reformed
Political Party (SGP) and the Freedom Party (PvdV). The PvdV leader, Geert Wilders is suggesting the abolition of the European
Parliament. He is campaigning on the "no" to Turkey, the exclusion of Romania and Bulgaria from the Union and the limitation of the
European executive to one single Commissioner, since he believes the Union should only take care of the single currency and
economic cooperation.

The most recent polls declare the Freedom Party as the leader in the Netherlands with 21.3% of the vote, followed by the Christian
Democratic Appeal (19.3%) and the Labour Party (16%). Democrats 66 are due to win 11.3%, the Socialist Party and the People's
Party for Freedom and Democracy, 11.3% and the Green Left 7.3%.



