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Anlaysis of the electoral campaign 5 weeks before the elections:
Author : Stasys Kropas, Vilnius University

Election Date: 7th June (possible second round of the presidential election on the same day)
Number of MEPs to be elected: 12

17 parties are running in the European elections in Lithuania i.e. five more than in 2004. The Social Liberal Party will be absent from the
election since it did not deliver its lists in time. In the first European elections, parties presented numerous candidates from the civil
society very aware of the running of the European institutions. According to the polls the Homeland Union-Conservatives (TS-LK) is due to
win the elections and 18% of the vote ahead of the Social Democratic Party (LSP), 13%. Three other parties are due to win between 8%
and 9% of the vote: For Order and Justice (TT), the Labour Party (DP) and the Liberal Union-Centre Union (LLC-LSC).

The result will very much depend on the presidential election, the second round of which is planned for 7th June on the day of the
European election. But this might not be necessary if we believe in the significant lead held by independent candidate, Dalia Grybauskaite,
European Commissioner for the Budget and Financial Programming just a few weeks from the first round on 17th May (73.6%). If this is
the case turn out in the European elections may be low, which will be to advantage of the traditional parties (Homeland Union-
Conservatives and the Social Democratic Party) whose electorate is more stable and stronger. According to a poll by Sprinter Tyrimai 42%
of the Lithuanians say they will go and vote and 46% do not think they will. In 2004 these figures were 51% and 37% respectively. Turn
out finally lay at 48.38%.

The most recent polls provide the Homeland Union-Conservatives with a clear lead (18% of the vote) to be followed by For Order and
Justice (12%), the Social Democratic Party (9.2%) and the Labour Party (8.5%). The presidential election is the focus of political debate.






