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Analysis of the electoral campaign 5 weeks before the elections:
Authors : Corinne Deloy, Andris Runcis (Social sciences department, Latvia University) et Aija Zobena (Social sciences department,
Latvia University)

Election Date: 6th June (local elections on the same day)
Number of MEPs to be elected: 8

The European elections are yet not really on the agenda. The country whose economy relied heavily on domestic consumption, a booming
property market and an easy loan policy has been the hardest hit by the economic crisis in the European Union. At the end of 2008 the
Latvian economy had declined to its 2005 level. Until recently it had been nicknamed the "Baltic Tiger"; Latvia was saved from bankruptcy
at the end of the year by IMF (1.68 billion $) and European Union (3.1 milliards €) loans. At the turn of this year riots irrupted in the
streets of Riga, with demonstrators, employees, farmers etc. protesting against politicians' incompetence since they had allowed the
country to sink into crisis. After two coalition members decided to withdraw their support, Ivars Godmanis - who vainly suggested in
January that the rightwing opposition join his government - resigned on 20th February. The political crisis which had been brewing for




several months was rekindled by the economic crisis. MEP Valdis Dombrovskis from the centre-right party, New Era, and former Finance
Minister from 2002 to 2004 replaced Ivars Godmanis as Prime Minister.

There are 17 lists running in the European elections including New Era led by Arturs Krisjanis Karins, the Pro-Patria Union and Freedom
led by Roberts Zile, Civilian Union led by former Foreign Minister (2002-2004) Sandra Kalniete, Latvia's First-Latvia's Way led by former
Prime Miniser Ivar Godmanis, Libertas.lv led by former Prime Minister (1997-1998) Guntars Krasts, the People's Party (TP) led by Rihards
Piks, Social Democratic Party led by Atis Lejins, For Human Rights in a United Latvia led by Tatjana Zdanoka and The Harmony Centre
(SC), a Russian-speaking movement led by former journalist of the First Baltic Channel , Nils Usakovs, who was the source of surprise in
the last general elections in October 2006 when he won 14.46% of the vote, will be led by Alfred Rubiks, imprisoned in 1991 for his
support of the Soviet repression at the time of Latvia's independence (he was released in 1997),

"The Harmony Centre and For Human Rights in a United Latvia will have MEPs because they can count on the Russian-speaking electorate
whilst the Latvian electorate is divided and there is a choice between a great number of different parties," says Atis Lejins, lead candidate
for the Social Democratic Party in this election and half of whose list is made up of women.

The most recent polls credit the Harmony Centre and New Era with 20.4% of the vote, the Farmers' Union and Greens 14.3%, the
People's Party 12.3%, For Human Rights in a United Latvia 8.9% and Pro-Patria Union and Freedom 7.4%.



