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Analysis of the electoral campaign 5 weeks before the elections:
Author : Aoife Roche

Election Date: 5th June (local elections on the same day)
Number of MEPs to be elected: 12

The campaign has not really started and the media are showing that the major stakes are national, notably economic (present
economic crisis, health, education agriculture) and even local — the Irish are also voting on 5th June to renew their local
representatives. The main opposition party Fine Gael (FG) is undertaking a hard campaign against Fianna Fail (FF) in power.

The Libertas party will also be running for the first time in Ireland in two constituencies. Its founder Declan Ganley, a candidate in the
North West has said he would give up his campaign against the Lisbon Treaty if he failed to win a seat as MEP, a position he would so
much like to occupy. Finally Fianna Fail has just left the UEN group (Union for Europe of the Nations), too diverse and far too
eurosceptic to its taste, to join the Alliance of Democrats and Liberals for Europe (ALDE).

The most recent survey reveals the following trends: Fine Gael, 30% Fianna Fail, 23% (losing ground), Labour Party (Lab), 22%, Sinn
Fein (SF), far right party against the Lisbon Treaty and main beneficiary of Fianna Fail's decline.




