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Analysis of the electoral campaign 5 weeks before the elections:

Author : Csilla Végh

Election Date: 7th June
Number of MEPs to be elected: 22

By announcing the date of the European elections on 26th March the President of the Republic, L4szl6 So6lyom effectively launched the
campaign. The main opposition party, the Alliance of Young Democrats-Civic Union (FIDESZ-MPP), published its list on 17th January and
it will be led by Pal Schmitt, the present Deputy Chair of the European People's Party (EPP). The ruling Socialist Party's list (MSZP) will be
led by present Foreign Minister Kinga Goncz. Another specific feature of this list: the number of women. Three women feature at the top:
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apart from Kinga Goncz, Edit Herczog and Zita Gurmai have taken 2nd and 3rd places. The Free Democratic Alliance list (SZDSZ) is being
led by outgoing MEP Istvan Szent-lvanyi, a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee in Strasbourg. The Democratic Forum (MDF) was
the source of surprise when it granted lead candidate position to Lajos Bokros, former Finance Minister in the Horn government (1994-
1998), known for his infamous "reform package" that made him extremely unpopular. His appointment was considered by many MDF
members as a betrayal and several of them left the parliamentary group that was then dissolved. Finally the far right party the Jobbik's
list (Movement for a better Hungary), is led by lawyer Krisztina Morvai. Whilst the government parties are facing major domestic and
foreign problems this party may very well be the source of surprise in this election.

The economic crisis is the main theme in FIDESZ's campaign which has decided to be very frugal in its spending. The MSZP which is
experiencing one of the most serious crises in its history believes that its failure is almost inevitable. The party has therefore decided to
focus on governance problems. The SZDSZ is trying to increase turn out by talking to the population and by communicating on the MEPs
work and on Europe's responses to globalization, climate change and the economic crisis. As for Jobbik it is undertaking a campaign on its
favourite theme: "Hungary belongs to Hungarians".

The polls grant an important advantage to FIDESZ-MPP, credited with 66% in the polls and 23% to MSZP.



