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Analysis of the electoral campaign 5 weeks before the elections:
Author : Corinne Deloy

Election Date: 7th June
Number of MEPs to be elected: 13

13 political parties will be running in the European elections. Ville Itala will lead the Conservative Assembly (KOK) list on which
features MEP Ari Vatanen who sits in the European Parliament at present amongst the French of the Union for a Popular Movement
(UMP). Anneli Jaatteenmaki is the lead candidate for the Centre Party (KESK), Liisa Jaakonsaari, is running for the Social Democratic
Party (SPD), Minna Sirnio for the Left Alliance (VAS), Satu Hassi for the Greens (VIHR), Charly Salonius-Pasternak for the Swedish
People's Party (SFP) and Timo Soini for the far right party, the Real Finns (PS). The latter was the source of surprise when he put
forward his candidature. A eurosceptic who previously declared that he could not take on the role of MEP and his national functions
together, now says he has changed his opinion and wants to work in Europe in reaction to the way the European Union showered
disdain on the Irish "no" in the referendum on the Lisbon Treaty. The Real Finns have allied themselves with the Christian Democrats
in this election.

The Centre Party hopes to find victory again after difficult local elections (lost for the first time) in October last. The Social Democrat
manifesto highlights solidarity, citizens' rights in terms of consumption and social security, global warming, financial market
regulation, social affairs and education.

The chairmen of the parties represented in Parliament except for Timo Soini, signed a text in which they promised to fight against any
racist acts or words that might arise during the European election campaign.

According to the polls the Conservative Assembly is due to retain four seats in the European Parliament, the Centre Party is forecast
to lose one (dropping from four to three), the Social Democratic Party is due to keep its three seats, the Left Alliance and the Greens
will also keep their seat and the Real Finns will probably win one.




